PA R K E R'S A N I M A L RESC U E
Love...for paws and people.
OUR MISSION
Parker's Animal Rescue strives to
rescue, foster and find permanent
loving homes for abandoned dogs and
puppies in La Plata County and the
rural Four Corners. The overriding
principals of the organization are 1) to
educate the public on the importance
of spay and neutering, and 2) educate
pet owners on the proper stewardship
and teaching of animals.

ABOUT US
Parker's Animal Rescue is a local non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. Lisa Parker is a Durango, CO native
who has been rescuing dogs in remote areas of the Four Corners for more than ten years. Lisa
officially launched Parker's Animal Rescue in the spring of 2014 after taking in a litter of 6-day-old
bottle-feeding puppies. Since that day, Parker's Animal Rescue has developed a diverse team of foster
homes and volunteers who, along with our community partners, create a network of opportunities for
dogs in need. Parker's Animal Rescue also works closely with local and regional humane societies,
Dogster and similar organizations to rescue, transport, care for and re-home dogs and puppies in need
in the surrounding areas.
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PA R K E R'S A N I M A L RESC U E
OUR HISTORY
We all have our passions and mine is dogs and puppies.
I suppose no one in his or her good judgment would have thought to pick up a dog from a gas station in
Cameron, AZ. I saw Granite on my way to Sedona in the fall of 2012. I said a little prayer for him. "Please
stay safe for four days and don't get hit by a car or die of despair. I will come back for you."
I saw Granite on the return trip and made a quick turn into the gas station. I stopped just shy of him in
order to not scare him. I casually got out with a leash and some food and started to follow him as he
walked slowly away. I said out loud, "Hey buddy." He stopped but didn't turn right away. Maybe he was
in disbelief that someone was actually speaking to him. I said it again and he turned. The kindest big
brown eyes met mine. I would like to explain to those of you who do not know Granite; he is 65 pounds,
black, and mostly pit bull. At the time he was in bad shape with scars all over him and parts of his ears
were missing likely from fighting for food and with other intact males.
Most people would have grabbed their loved ones and gone the other way. After we had eye contact, I
simply asked him "Are you nice?" Wag wag... So he is nice. I fed him the food that he was mildly
interested in. (He was most likely used to gas station food.) I cautiously slipped the leash over his head
and asked him to come with me while inside I was so elated I could have jumped for joy but didn't want
to scare him. He was amiable but seemed in disbelief.
We reached the truck and with my sunglasses off I offered him a bowl of water. This, I have learned, is
far more precious than food at times. He drank gladly. I then prepared to load him in the covered back
of the truck. I turned my head to protect my face in case he got scared and turned on me as I lifted him.
However, he did no such thing! He went right to the blanket I had laid out for him and curled up in a tight
ball. He seemed to be thinking that if this was the end of his life that it was ok. Someone cared and he
was complete.
But for Granite, it was the beginning. He is such an amazing dog and now best friend to my friend
Christine. He has moved on from the terrible life he was living, forgiven, forgotten. He lives his days as
happy as a creature could be with such joy in his heart that I cared enough to stop. Always remember:
YOU CAN CHANGE A LIFE!

CONTINUE READING
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All animals pull me strongly to them but dogs have been my true calling since I was young.
My dad used to joke how I was always sure to say "hello" to the dogs, giving them a kiss
before him. He was right. My close friends understand and support me in my true love. Dogs
love and forgive with remarkable generosity of nature. I am continually amazed at their
ability to love humans despite the evil inflicted on them by our species. We are incapable, in
my opinion, of coming close to their meaning of unconditional love. I have seen so many
with a kindness in their eyes despite their current situation. People have asked me so many
times "How do you do it?" or "I saw a dog starving and loose on the roadside and wanted to
take it but just couldn't." My response is not a judgment but truly comes from my heart:
"How could you not?"
They do not have homes. They are not cared for. To live to be two years old is considered an
old dog in areas of the Four Corners Regions. One puppy from a litter may survive. They may
not be the lucky one. Yet even when they have lived through, they are willing to make an
alliance based on a kind gesture.
I love this quote from the ASPCA: "Until the day when animals receive the respect and
consideration they deserve, our commitment to preventing their needless deaths and
senseless suffering will continue."
Do what we can when we can. Thanks for reading.

- Lisa Parker
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PARKER'S ANIMAL RESCUE

NEEDS A FOREVER HOME!
HOW COULD A NEW FACILITY HELP?
PAR has been dedicated to providing high-quality, foster-based care for animals
in need. While we're committed to staying foster-based, we also see a great
need for a permanent facility moving forward to continue our mission.

A TRANSITIONAL CARE UNIT
Sometimes, entering a home directly from a
stressful shelter environment can overwhelm
an animal. By providing a calm, secluded space
to transition, we can more successfully adapt
them to a foster environment.

DAYTIME CARE = MORE FOSTERS
With a facility, we can offer our foster families a
daycare for their foster animals. In turn, we are
able to attract more families whose daytime
schedules may keep them from fostering. In
addition, our staff can have to opportunity to
assess foster animals and provide additional
socialization on a daily basis. Not to mention, a
facility offers the public a chance to efficiently
visit our adoptable animals.

A SAFE PLACE TO HEAL & RECOVER
Many of our animals come from
situations where sickness or injury is
likely to affect them. A facility provides a
space for animals suffering from
illnesses like parvovirus and "kennel
cough" to quarantine, keeping our foster
families and community safe and
healthy.

PEACE OF MIND IN EMERGENCIES
Many animals in need of rescue come
without warning. A facility gives us the
ability to take in those who need our
help, while giving us more time to find
a foster home to place them in. It also
provides a plan in the event of an
emergency with a current foster home.

AN INCREASE IN BEHAVIORAL ASSESSMENTS
Lisa Parker is well-known and trusted for her thorough canine behavioral
assessments working with local behaviorist Kimberly Silver Kincaid. A
facility offers the opportunity more frequent and accurate assessments for
dogs in PAR's care. Not only does greater behavioral information benefit
adopting families, but it also entices quality animal shelters to accept
transfers from PAR.
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Before and After

PAR'S ASSISTANCE & CARE

Mosley's transformation In foster care with pAR
In April of 2019, Mosley came to
our foster program from El
Paso, Texas, and we quickly
realized something was wrong
with his legs.

He was severely under-nourished
weighing 25lbs. After vet visits,
we learned his femoral heads
were hanging on by a thread.

Mosley flourished in his foster
home, where he was being
nourished physically and
emotionally.

He received 2 surgeries to
remove both femoral heads on
his hind legs. He was ready to
start his second chapter.

After recovering from successful
surgeries, we began rehabbing
him in the pool to gain more
strength. He was healthy and
ready to find a home.

Mosley was adopted in
September 2019 and is living
life to the fullest. He weighs
over 50lbs now and enjoys
hiking in the mountains.

